Whessoe Parish Council

MINUTES of the Annual Meeting of Whessoe Parish Council held at Whessoe Parish Hall on Monday 15th July 2019, at 7.00 pm
Present:              Councillor S Goldfinch (Chair)

Councillor S Dawson (Vice Chair)

Councillor T Musson


Councillor Bennett
Councillor F Minay


Councillor D Woodley


Borough Councillor J Clarke

3 Members of the Public
Parish Clerk – B Goldfinch

	MINUTE NO.
	ITEM
	ACTION

	20.19
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Borough Councillors P Crudass, L Paley, I Bell

	

	21.19
	Declarations of Interest
Councillors S Goldfinch and W Goldfinch declared an interest in Item 6 – Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer – Vacancy. Councillor Dawson declared an interest in Item 15 in respect of the appointment of a decorator for the forthcoming hall refurbishment.

	

	22.19
	Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Whessoe Parish Council  – 11th May 2019
The Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Whessoe Parish Council held on the 11th May were presented.

The Parish Council RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Whessoe Parish Council held on the 11th May 2019 be approved.
Action Points

· The Clerk position had been advertised and the interview panel appointed.
· Accounting Software was installed on 6th June.

· The Certificate of Exemption from limited assurance review was sent to the external auditor.

· Public rights to view the annual accounts were published along with all documentation.

· Insurance was obtained from Norris and Fisher.

· All reviewed and updated policies and protocols were published on the website. 

All other actions are covered in agenda items below.


	

	23.19
	Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Whessoe Parish – 11th May 2019

The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Whessoe Parish held on the 11th May were presented.

The Parish Council RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Whessoe Parish held on the 11th May 2019 be approved.


	

	24.19
	Public Participation
Issues were raised concerning the planned development at Beaumont Hill by the Banks Group. In particular traffic congestion and drainage bearing in mind that two other developments adjacent or close to the A167 had already been given outline planning permission.
Councillor Goldfinch and Borough Councillor Clarke had met the developer.

Whessoe Parish Council has invited representatives from the Banks Group to attend the next Council meeting which will take place close to the submission of the outline planning application. Following this the Council would hold a community event to discuss a co-ordinated response to any application put forward.

Borough Councillor Clarke had elicited a commitment from the Banks Group that the outline planning permission would take account of the needs of the local community and this would be reflected in what was agreed in the Section 106 funding. 


	

	25.19
	Parish Councillor Vacancy

Since the last meeting Michael Joyce had asked to be considered for the vacant Councillor post.

Councillor Goldfinch proposed and Councillor Minay seconded his appointment. 
The Council RESOLVED to co-opt Michael Joyce onto the Parish Council.

The Clerk will arrange for the completion and submission of the various forms.


	Clerk

	26.19
	Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer – Vacancy
The Council advertised the vacant Clerk’s post and received four applications and interviewed all candidates.
Bill Goldfinch was appointed as Clerk.

The Council discussed and agreed the form of employment contract. Councillor Dawson would administer the contract. The Clerk would make the necessary amendments and sign it.

The Council RESOLVED to introduce a grievance and disciplinary policy which the Clerk will draft. 

	Clerk
Clerk



	27.19
	Quarterly Audit Report

Councillor Musson had completed the quarterly audit and had presented his report which showed that two transactions did not have a paper record. These were to be rectified before the next audit.
Financial Statement April-June 2019
The Clerk presented the Financial Statement for the first quarter.  
Income totalled £10,296 of which £5,427 came from the precept. The Council spent £2,106 during the period. 
Items in excess of £100 during the quarter were as follow.

Date

Item

Cost (£ inc.VAT)

Reason

8 April
Membership of County Durham Association of Local Councils
191.14
Annual Subscription to the local association
17 May
Norris and Fisher
619.47
Employer liability and building insurance
14 June
Rialtas Business Solutions
769.20
Installation of on-line accounting system, training and annual licence and support
18 June
Npower
122.81
Quarterly Gas Supply
The Parish Council RESOLVED to note the financial report. 
Budget Statement April-June 2019
The Clerk presented the Budget Statement for the first quarter.  

Income from hiring out the Hall is almost at 60% of the forecast after only three months. This is due to increased use of the hall which is believed to be due to greater visibility of the location (following hedge trimming), social media publicity and word of mouth.
Expenditure is running as predicted except for Insurance where the Council saved almost £200 on last year’s premium.

The Parish Council RESOLVED to note the budget statement.

Bank Reconciliation

Councillors Dawson and Goldfinch confirmed they had reconciled the bank account against the cashbook.

The Council RESOLVED that Councillor Minay would take over future reconciliations and transaction authorisations from Councillor Goldfinch, who felt that for complete transparency and propriety this would be the right thing to do, given her relationship to the new Clerk. The Clerk will arrange the changes with the bank.
	Clerk
Clerk

	28.19
	Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) 2018-19
Certificate of Exemption from Limited Assurance Review:  Mazars (external auditors) have confirmed receipt and acceptance of the Council’s to request exemption from a limited assurance review.
Exercise of Public Rights:
The period to allow members of the public time to inspect the accounts commenced on 4th June 2019 and ended on 15th July 2019.  There were no requests for information.

	

	29.19
	Planning Applications
The Parish Council RESOLVED to raise no objections to Application 19/00589/FUL on the basis that it was nothing but an improvement and brings empty properties back into use. 
Discussion on the Banks Group proposed development at Beaumont Hill was covered under Minute no. 24/19 above.

	

	30.19
	General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR)

Further progress on implementing the action plan is delayed until the new website has been introduced.

	

	31.19
	Correspondence
The June edition of Clerks and Councils Direct was circulated.  


	

	32.19
	Council Matters
Local Council Award Scheme:  This is on hold until the Council has a new website.  


	

	33.19
	Forward and Backward Look
Smaller Councils Forum – Spennymoor 25 July - Councillor Dawson and the Clerk will attend this one. 
VAT Seminar – Peterlee 24 September – the Council does not have anyone available to attend this all day event.

	SD/Clerk


	34.19
	Marketing and Social Media
Development of the new website has been on hold while funding was found for the works to the Hall. The Council RESOLVED to review this at their meeting in September.

	All

	35.19
	Whessoe Parish Hall
Terms of Reference: The Council RESOLVED to approve the Terms of Reference.
Update:
Meetings held: Since the last full Council meeting there have been 2 meetings of the Hall Management Committee - on 3rd June and 11th July.

New member of the Committee: At its 11th July meeting the Committee welcomed Kerri-Leigh Caley as a non-voting member, representing the community.

Hall bookings: Hall bookings appear to be increasing, with a series of recent bookings for a breakdancing group to rehearse for a competition, and our regular hirers continuing.  The NHS Mindfulness classes are looking to extend their bookings and hold classes in the evening.

For the first time we have found that there is demand for both yoga and dance classes to continue through the summer holidays, and we have had to reluctantly decline these bookings because of planned works.

We have had issues with payment of invoices from one of the regular hirers. Future bookings will not be confirmed without payment in advance for the full block.

Works to the Hall: Works to the Hall floor to include removal of the disabled toilet will commence on Monday 22nd July with completion on/before 31st August.  Ian Hindle has been instructed as Vest Construction is not able to carry out the works within the required timeframe.

The proposal to move the electric and gas meters to the outside of the wall has been dropped as the works were going to cost in excess of £2500.  Instead, the Committee approved that Ian Hindle create a new, tall and lockable storage cupboard where the low meter cupboard is currently, tidying up the electrics in this area at the same time.  They have also approved the creation of a large serving hatch in the new kitchen wall.  

Samples of flooring for the Hall were viewed and the Council chose the final finish to be used.

The following works have/will be instructed to go ahead immediately:

· Works to floor and removal of disabled wc

· Additional tall cupboard, creation of serving hatch and cap off gas cooker point

· Internal decorating – Dave Petty was appointed
· Soft lighting installation – M H Gorman were appointed

· Sound system installation

· Refurbishment of metal grills

· Replace cooker with new electric cooker

Funding: Applications have been made for grant funding to help towards the costs of the immediate and future planned works, and decisions  are expected during September:
· The National Lottery Awards for All - application for £10k towards the cost of the toilet refurbishment

· Sport England Community Asset Fund - application for £22k as approximately 50% of the total cost of Phase 1 & 2 works

Additionally the Council is aware that Banks Developments hold a Community Fund and have spoken to them about accessing this.  The Council will be submitting an application over the coming weeks.
Councillor Dawson thought the Proceeds of Crime Fund may also be able to help and this would be investigated.

Newsletter: The Council RESOLVED to produce a newsletter covering the Banks Development and the upcoming Macmiilan event. This would be taken forward by Councillors Minay and Bennett and Kerri-Leigh Caley.

Macmillan Event: The Council RESOLVED to run this event on Saturday 28 September 2019. The lead organisers are as above.
Contracts: There have been no notable contract issues since the last meeting.
Hall Bookings: Dulcie Morgan has decided to stop her Wednesday evening class. The Clerk will recover the keys.
The Clerk is in contact with Dianne White to make sure she appreciates if she books the hall payment will be required whether or not it is used.  


	SG
SG
FM/JB/ KLC

FM/JB/ KLC

Clerk

	36.19
	Date and Time of Next Meeting
Dates for the remaining meetings during 2019-20 are:
Meetings of Whessoe Parish Council:

Parish Council Meeting – Monday, 9th September 2019 – 7.00 pm

Budget & Precept Setting Meeting – Monday 18th November 2019 – 7.00 pm

Parish Council Meeting – Monday, 20th January 2020 – 7.00 pm

Parish Council Meeting – Monday, 23th March 2020 – 7.00 pm

Annual Meeting – Monday, 18th May 2020 – 7.00 pm

Annual Parish Meeting:
Annual Parish Meeting – Monday, 18th May 2020 – 6.30 pm to 7.00 pm

The next meeting will be the Whessoe Parish Council Meeting to be held on Monday, 9th September 2019 at 7.00 pm in the Committee Room at Whessoe Parish Centre.
	


338
Signed…………………………………………………………………………  Date…………………………………………………………….

                Chair of the Parish Council

